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God-HonorinG parentinG 2

 Your Home As A Hospital 

ASSIGNMENTS

• TRUTH – Please recommend that parents in your JG read one 

of these books as an optional reading assignment:

• Shepherding Your Child’s Heart, by Tedd Tripp.  

• Age of Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting Teens, by Paul David Tripp.

• Grace Based Parenting, by Dr. Tim Kimmel.

• How Children Raise Parents: The Art of Listening to Your Family, by Dr. Dan Allender.

• Don’t Make Me Count to Three, by Ginger Plowman. 

• MISSION – This week your JG’s mission assignment was to think about one person on 

their prayer lists and evaluate where this person is spiritually. The goal of this assignment 

is to get your JG thinking and planning specifically to share the gospel with that person. 

This exercise will encourage each JG member to be taking positive steps to initiate 

an opportunity to offer The Answer and the Life Issues booklets to that person. Ask a 

few of your JG members to share their evaluations during your group meeting.

• Complete Semester II Spiritual Assessment and hand in to you.

EXERCISES
• Review the memory verse of the week and talk about how it relates to the TRUTH section. 

DISCUSSIONS

• TRUTH – You can discuss any of the IN BIBLE questions you would like to address, but be sure 

to allow more time for discussion of the EQUIPPING section. Here are some tips that may help:
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• TRUTH – You will want to focus your discussion on these points:

• Parents are to help heal their childrens’ hurts and assist them in growing in wholeness.

• Parents must be available to their children (in terms of time 

and empathy) to meet their emotional needs.

• By loving God, parents become a conduit of God’s love to their children. They 

are also givers of parental tenderness through look, touch and word.

• The fruit of the Spirit equips parents to do their parenting well. 

Parents should seek the daily filling of the Spirit as a way to 

become equipped for their parenting responsibilities.

• EXODUS 20:1-6 – In this passage, 

God promises to extend His blessing 

to the children of the obedient and 

His curse upon the children of the 

disobedient. How should this be 

understood in light of Scripture’s 

teaching that each person bears 

responsibility to God for their actions? 

Is God being unjust? No. God does 

not unfairly condemn people for their 

parent’s sin, nor save people because 

of their parent’s righteousness. 

However, God’s blessings upon 

obedient people are experienced by 

the children within their household. 

These children grow up, often pursuing 

the obedience of their parents and 

experiencing the same blessing on 

their own households. Likewise, 

God’s cursing upon the disobedient is 

experienced by their entire household. 

Children of these homes often grow up 

walking in the path of their fathers (to 

use a biblical phrase) and experience 

the same troubles and consequences 

for sin in their own households. 

This cycle tends to continue unless 

God shows special mercy to 

break this generational pattern. 

God specifies His jealousy as the reason 

for this curse. God is not petty. He is 

not easily angered. He is not motivated 

by vanity or insecurity. His jealousy is 

a righteous demand that His people 

give Him exclusive love and obedience. 

He will not tolerate competing loves 

in His people. He requires that their 

worship be exclusively offered to Him.

Verses 5-6 show that our hearts’ 

faithfulness to God, or lack of it, can 

impact our families for generations. If 

parents want to bring trouble to their 

children, then all they need to do is live 

hypocritical lives of moral compromise 

or spiritual adultery, serving their own 

pleasures and passions. But if parents 

want their children to experience 

blessing, then they will live obediently 

and walk faithfully with Christ.

• GALATIANS 5:16-25 – As God’s people 

live Spirit-filled lives, they will bear the fruit 

of the divine life – love, joy, peace and so 

on. Parents who bear increasing fruit of 

the Spirit are becoming better and better 

equipped to parent their children as God 

intends. You may want to discuss again 

the “how-to” of being filled with the Spirit. 
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• EQUIPPING – Give your JG plenty of time to discuss any of these questions. Some may 

have painful stories they want to share. Be sure to direct your JG to the great Healer and 

Forgiver who can redeem and restore any brokenness. Be sure to underscore the practicality 

of the Spirit-filled life. This is not a promise of instant perfection, but it is a promise of reliable 

spiritual and moral progress that will equip your JG to face the challenges of parenting.

• ACCOUNTABILITY – Allow time for smaller groups of two or three to ask  

accountability questions and pray for one another.

• MISSION – Invite a few people to share their spiritual evaluation of someone  

they have been praying for.




