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BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 4

Section: Biblical Worldview
Unit:  Accepting Suffering, Part 1 -
How God is Involved in Your Pain, unit 4 of 7

ASSIGNMENTS

«  TRUTH - Listen to ‘I Can Rejoice in Suffering, Part 1" MP3.

«  EQUIPPING - Your JG should have memorized the 5 Major Prophets of the Old Testament.
You should ask 1 or 2 people in your group to recite the books they know so far, or to recite
the New Testament books again. The goal is to have each member of your JG recite the
66 books of the Bible from memory by the end of this section of The Journey. By now,
you should have everyone in your group scheduled to recite during future meetings.

Please recommend this optional reading assignment, When God Weeps: Why our
Sufferings Matter to the Almighty, by Joni Eareckson Tada, who became a paraplegic
following a diving accident. This book offers one of the best biblical treatments on
suffering available today. It is available in the bookstore, and highly recommended.

«  MISSION - Your JG should listen to the audio teaching resource
on using the first Life Issues booklet found online.

« MISSION - Encourage your JG again to review The Answer, and to buy the 4
Life Issues booklets. Your JG is to read the first Life Issues booklet. They should
read both the introductory section “Is the Bible God's Word?", and answer the
qguestions in the margins of the chapters from the Gospel of John.

EXERCISES

*  Review the memory verse of the week and talk about how it relates to the Truth section.
*  Review the Pentateuch, Historical books, Poetic books and Major Prophets of the Old Testament.

* Someone may be ready to recite all 66 books of the Bible by now.
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TRUTH & EQUIPPING - Your JG members were asked to write about their response to
the Truth section this week. Suffering is a topic that may spark lots of discussion. Your JG may
have concerns, gquestions or even objections. Allow your JG members to talk about what they
wrote during the Truth discussion. They may have strong emotions about this topic so you
will have to be prepared (with prayer) to guide the discussion so that your JG members feel
that their thoughts are affirmed while the points you need to make are reinforced. Sometimes
there aren't easy answers to the questions people ask. If a question is raised that you don't feel
equipped to handle yourself, you can discuss it with your coach and give a reply next week.

You can open your discussion with this ice breaker, “If God controls your
suffering, do you consider that good news or bad news?” Allow your JG
members to raise the thoughts and questions they wrote in the Equipping
section. Here are the important points Randy wants you to emphasize:.

Suffering is an inevitable result of living in a fallen world. (Romans 8:20-21)
God controls suffering. (Exodus 4:11; Deuteronomy 32:39: Isaiah 45:7; John 9:3)
For the Christian, there is a correlation between suffering and glory. (Romans 8:17)

The hope of experiencing glory is an encouragement during times of suffering,
because it is worth far more than the price of any suffering. (Romans 8:18) You may
also want to discuss how God reveals His glory by restoring His glory in humanity.

ACCOUNTABILITY - Allow time for smaller groups of 2 or 3 to

ask accountability questions and pray for one another.

MISSION - Continue the discussion of helping people investigate Christianity using the
Life Issues booklets as a tool for making the gospel known in word. Discuss the question,
‘Is the Bible God's Word?" and a few of the questions from the first Life Issues booklet.
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