
Mark
Introduction and 1:1-20

Mark 13



Text to Check-In

If you haven’t checked in today or any other Sunday 
morning, please text  Equip to 678-929-4050

This will allow us to communicate with you when there 
are schedule updates and other class information!



Mark 13:1-37

 1 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 
what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do 
you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that 
will not be thrown down.”

3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John 
and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 
the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 And Jesus began to 
say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I 
am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 
places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.



Mark 13: 1-37

9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be 
beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all 
nations. 11 And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that 
hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver 
brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents 
and have them put to death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.



Mark 13:1-37

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to 
be (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 15 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, 
to take anything out, 16 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his 
cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants 
in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in winter. 19 For in those days there will 
be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no 
human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he 
shortened the days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or 
‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false christs and false prophets will arise 
and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But be on 
guard; I have told you all things beforehand.



Mark 13:1-37

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away.



Mark 13: 1-37

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake.[a] For you 
do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when 
he leaves home and puts his servants[b] in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or when the rooster crows,[c] or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”



Observation 

1. Take note of repeated words, phrases, and ideas.

2. Think about what kinds of literature you’re looking at. Narrative, speech, 
parables? Multiple? 

3. Does there seem to be a natural breakdown in the text? An outline?

4. Are there any central concerns?



Mark 13:1-4

 1 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to 
him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.”

3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 
John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and 
what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 



Mark 13:2

2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.”



Mark 13:4

4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 
the sign when all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” 



Daniel 12:7

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above 
the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and 
his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who 
lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half 
a time, and that when the shattering of the power 
of the holy people comes to an end all these things 
would be finished.



Mark 13: 5-23

5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will 
be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.

9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in 
synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before 
them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11 And when they bring you to trial 
and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given 
you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver brother 
over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will 
be saved.



Mark 13: 5-23

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (let the 
reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 Let the one who is 
on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 16 and let the one who is 
in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those 
who are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in winter. 19 For in those days 
there will be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created 
until now, and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would 
be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. 21 And then if 
anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false 
christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the 
elect. 23 But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand.



At Your Table 

1. Based on Mark 13:5-23, does Jesus see those two 
events – the destruction of the temple and the 
consummation of all things – as one and the same? Why 
or why not?

2. What signs are given? What does Jesus warn his 
disciples will be true of the age to follow? 

3. To what event do those signs refer?

4. What encouragement does Jesus give the disciples 
during that age?



Mark 13:7

7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 
not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 



Mark 13:8

8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 
places; there will be famines. These are but the 
beginning of the birth pains.



Romans 8:23

23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.



Daniel 11:31

31 Forces from him shall appear and profane the 
temple and fortress, and shall take away the 
regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate.



Mark 13: 19-20

19 For in those days there will be such tribulation as 
has not been from the beginning of the creation 
that God created until now, and never will be. 20 And if 
the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being 
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he 
chose, he shortened the days. 



Mark 13: 24-27

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars 
will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send 
out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.



Mark 13: 24

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light



Mark 13: 26

26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 



At Your Table 

1. What event or events do you think 
Jesus is talking about here? 

2. Are there signs foretelling the arrival of 
these events or this event?

3. What kind of news is this for the 
disciples and for us?



Isaiah 13: 9-11

9 Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and 
fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy 
its sinners from it. 10 For the stars of the heavens and their 
constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at 
its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. 11 I will 
punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and 
lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless.



Joel 2: 30-31

30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on 
the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and 
the moon to blood, before the great and awesome 
day of the LORD comes.



Mark 13:24-25

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 



Mark 13:26-27

26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will 
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.



Mark 13:28-37

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.
32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake.[a] For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants[b] in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows,[c] or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I 
say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”



At Your Table 

1. Do these parables refer to the same event or events, 
or are they referring to different ones? Why or why not? 
(Hint: think here about the two major events that have 
been detailed in the previous verses.)

2. Do you notice any recurring words, phrases, or 
themes from earlier in Mark or in this chapter? If so, 
what are they? 

3. To whom does “this generation” in verse 30 refer? 
Why do you think that?

4. What admonitions does Jesus give through these 
parables?



Mark 13:28

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 



Mark 13:29-30

29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things take place.



Mark 13:4

4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 
the sign when all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” 



Mark 13:32-37

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep 
awake.[a] For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants[b] in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows,[c] or in the morning— 36 lest he 
come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to 
all: Stay awake.”



Psalm 14:5

5 There they are in great terror, for God is with the 
generation of the righteous.



Luke 16:8

8 The master commended the dishonest manager for 
his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the 
sons of light.



Applications 

1. Don’t put your trust in earthly institutions, no 
matter how strong they may appear.



Applications 

2. Don’t get caught up in speculation about the end of 
the world.

“As to wars, when has the earth not been scourged by them at different periods and places? To pass 
over remote history, when the barbarians were everywhere invading Roman provinces in the reign 
of Gallienus, how many of our brothers who were then alive do we think could have believed that 
the end was near, since this happened long after the ascension of the Lord! Thus, we do not know 
what the nature of those signs will be when the end is really near at hand, if these present ones 
have not been so foretold that they should at least be understood in the church. Certainly, there are 
two nations and two kingdoms, namely, one of Christ, the other of the devil.” (Augustine, Letter 199, 
To Hesychius 35.)



Applications 

3. Stay awake. Be on your guard. In other words, 
actively pursue faithfulness to Jesus in the midst of 
the groanings.


