
Sunday Equipping Class: Studying the Psalms
Psalms of Zion - Psalm 47

God Is King over All the Earth
47 TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF THE SONS OF KORAH.

1       Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

2       For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.

3       He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.

4       He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah

5       God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

6       Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

7       For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!

8       God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.

9       The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted!

On your own, read through the psalm and consider the following questions

o What do we learn about who God is?

o What do we learn about people? (Who they are? What's true of them? What they should do?)

o Who do you think is being addressed in this psalm?



Two important interpretive kyes to understanding a Psalm of Zion (and the rest of the Bible)

1. God’s promises to and purpose for Israel

Genesis 12:1-3 (ESV)
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

2. The “Already and Not Yet” Paradigm of Redemptive History

Psalm 47:1-4 Notes



Psalm 47:5-7 Notes

Psalm 47:8-9 Notes

How do Psalms of Zion help God’s people in worship?


