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4. Moral Authority.  

   

5. Preservation and Transmission of the Bible
     Through the Centuries.
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Three Orientations:
1. Traditional/Conservative View.
2. Liberal /Modernist (“Progressive”) View.
   

3. Neo-Orthodoxy. 
   

NOTE: These three views are contradictory and
   irreconcilable. 
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1. Traditional/Conservative View.
• The Bible is divinely-inspired. 
• The Bible is historically reliable, doctrinally 
and
   morally authoritative, and scientifically 
accurate
   when properly interpreted. 

• The Bible has been accurately preserved and
   transmitted through the centuries. 
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• Modernism is a product of Enlightenment 
   rationalism. 

• The Bible is a mixture of human knowledge 
and
   ignorance; wisdom and foolishness. 

• The Bible incorporates ancient (and 
outdated) 
   concepts regarding the character of God and 
the
   realities of human nature.
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   inspired. 

• EX: “God is love.” 
• EX: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
• EX: The ethics of the Sermon on the 
Mount.
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• EX: Miracles.
• EX: The incarnation, virgin birth, and the
   physical/bodily resurrection of Jesus. 
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• Some portions of the Bible may be divinely-
   inspired.

• The Bible contains some authentic history 
along
   with legends and myths.

• The Bible, written in a pre-scientific age, 
cannot
   be reconciled with modern science.

• EX: The creation account of Genesis 1-2. 
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• The Bible is not necessarily authoritative 
   regarding doctrinal and moral issues.

• EX: The Trinity and the divinity of Christ.
• EX: The inherent sinfulness of mankind.
• EX: The reality of Hell.
• EX: Sexual morality.  
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• The Bible is not necessarily authoritative 
   regarding doctrinal and moral issues. 

• In all likelihood, the Bible has not been
   accurately preserved and transmitted 
through the
   centuries.

• Liberal theologians who identify as 
“Christians”
   often hold positions that are virtually 
   indistinguishable from secularists and 
agnostics.     
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• Clark Pinnock: “In its view of 
   biblical authority, liberal theology 
   insists that the Bible is a merely 
   human text, written, copied, 
   translated and interpreted by 
   fallible people. It contains all 
   manner of internal contradictions, moral 
   blemishes, legend and saga, and 
inaccuracies…. 
   To regard it as God’s written Word is an
   idolatrous perversion of belief. It is norms 
that
   no longer bind us. We are in a new 
historical…     
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2. Liberal/Modernist (“Progressive”) View. 
• “…situation, with a new awareness
   of our autonomy and responsibility
   to think things through for our-
   selves. No longer can we appeal to 
   the unquestioned authority of an 
   inspired book…. Liberalism, in the 
   search for relevance, deliberately adjusted 
the
   biblical message to the spirit of the times.”     







Three Views of the Bible 
                

The Bottom-Line: 
• Traditional/conservative Christianity and
   liberal/modernist (“progressive”) Xianity are
   contradictory and irreconcilable. 

• They are two different religions. 



Three Views of the Bible 
                

3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• An existentialist view of the Bible.

Karl Barth (1886-1968)



Three Views of the Bible 
                

3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• An existentialist view of the Bible.
• The Bible is divinely-inspired in a certain 
sense.

Karl Barth (1886-1968)



Three Views of the Bible 
                

3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• An existentialist view of the Bible.
• The Bible is divinely-inspired in a certain 
sense.  

• The Bible is not objectively true, but it 
becomes
   “God’s Word” as we personally (subjectively)
   encounter and interact with it. 

Karl Barth (1886-1968)



Three Views of the Bible 
                

3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• An existentialist view of the Bible.
• The Bible is divinely-inspired in a certain 
sense.  

• The Bible is not objectively true, but it 
becomes
   “God’s Word” as we personally (subjectively)
   encounter and interact with it.

• The real “Word of God” is a 
   person – the living Lord Jesus
   Christ – not a book. Karl Barth (1886-1968)
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3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• The Bible is not necessarily 
historically-reliable
   or doctrinally and morally authoritative, but 
it 
   is nonetheless a medium of divine 
revelation:
   i.e., the Bible is “spiritually true”.

• The value of Scripture is in its
   ability to point us toward a life-
   changing encounter with the
   living Christ.     

Karl Barth (1886-1968)
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3. Neo-Orthodoxy.
• A critique: While it is true that Truth does us 
no
   good unless we personally accept it, it is also 
true
   that Truth does not become true merely 
because
   we choose to accept it.      



What Is the Bible?
                  

The Summa: 
•  “The Bible is the revelation of God’s nature 
and
    character, and his will and purpose for 
mankind
    in the context of history and in relation to 
four
    doctrinal themes: 

Creation,
Fall,
Redemption, and
Restoration.”
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